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HOMEGROWN THESPIANS
 
The Foryoucansee troupe creates inventive theater for native Miamians. 

By  Terence Cantarella 

GIVEN A CHANCE TO TRAVEL BACK IN TIME,  most  people  would 

choose  to  visit  some  pivotal  or  alluring  period  in  human  history 

—  Classical  Greece,  Galilee  in  the  era  of  Jesus,  the  Renaissance, 

or Victorian England, perhaps. But Tito and Che-Frio, two dim-

witted  and  equally  untalented  Miami  musicians,  are  drawn  to  a 

much  more  recent  era  —  the  year  2002.  In  those  innocent,  early 

days  of  the  21st  century,  people  knew  nothing  of  Bluetooth, 

camera  phones,  or  the  TV  series  Lost.  More  importantly, 

reggaeton, that vigorous, hyper-sexualized stepchild of  hip hop  

and  dancehall,  had  yet  to  come  rumbling  like  a  busload  of  lustful 

insurgents onto the North American music scene. 

So,  when  Tito  spills  a  Jupiña  Pineapple  Soda  on  a  computer  at 

the  nuclear  power  plant  where  Che-Frio  works,  causing  a  freak 

nuclear  reaction,  the  two  reggaetoneros  couldn’t  be  more  pleased 

when  they  find  themselves  hurtled  back  in  time  to  2002.  On  the 

cusp  of  the  reggaeton  boom,  the  two  wannabe  performers  realize 

that  all  they  have  to  do  to  achieve  superstardom  is  steal  hit  songs 

from the future. 

Such  is  the  premise  of  a  new  stage  comedy  by  Miami’s 

Foryoucansee theater group, focusing on the fictional reggaeton  

duo,  The  Toners.  Much  like  other  comedic  duos  —  New  Zealand’s 

Flight  of  the  Conchords  or  Britain’s  The  Mighty  Boosh  —  actors 

Alex  Fumero  and  Danny  Monsalve,  who  play  the  lead  characters, 

take turns onstage pestering each other with satirical dialogue  

and breaking into reggaeton song and dance. 

The  Toners  deal  in  cultural  specifics:  the  songs  are  in  Spanglish, 

the references pure Miamian, the dance moves of  the street-

stepping, arm-waving variety. “From our perspective, there's no  

one  else  doing  this  kind  of  work,”  says  Fumero.  

A  recent  performance  at  the  New  Theater  in  Coral  Gables 

pulled  in  a  multiethnic  crowd  spanning  the  formative  to  the 

golden  years  in  ages.  And  a  romantic  thread  lends  the  narrative  a 

touch  of  universal  charm,  too,  as  Che-Frio  tries  to  woo  Anisette, 

the girl who he knows will break his heart in the future. 

A video web-series will follow The Toners’ three summer 

performances in the fall of  2009.  “In Miami, there’s theater for the 

older Cuban-American crowd, for the alternative crowd, for the older 

Anglo crowd, but no one’s really doing work for the 16 to 40-year-old 

native Miami audience. What’s left is a small native population  that 

has a very unique cultural identity, but is nonetheless the minority in 

this city. That’s really why we started the company.”  SA

 www.foryoucansee.com  
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Alex Fumero, Lucas Leyva, and Marco 
Ramirez - founding members of 

Foryoucansee Theater 

http:www.foryoucansee.com
http://www.terencecantarella.com



